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Labor Acknowledgement

We must acknowledge that much of what we know of 
this country today, including its culture, economic 
growth, and development throughout history and across 
time has been made possible by the labor of enslaved 
Africans and their ascendants who suffered the horror of 
the transatlantic trafficking of their people, chattel 
slavery, and Jim Crow. We are indebted to their labor 
and their sacrifice, and we must acknowledge the 
tremors of that violence throughout the generations and 
the resulting impact that can still be felt and witnessed 
today.



Vision Statement

Everyone in Kitsap County can achieve their 
optimal health and safety, and no one is 
disadvantaged in achieving these outcomes 
because of systemic inequities or systems of 
oppression, including racism.



Our Meeting Today – A Shift

There are time-sensitive opportunities for KHEC 
to have impact on countywide initiatives. We 
would like your input on whether we should 
participate collectively.

Clarify scope of our discussion on substance 
use disorder / opioid use disorder.



Meeting Goals

Connect and build relationships among 
Collaborative members.
Share what we did in 2023.
Share opportunities for participation and 
collaboration in various initiatives.
Discuss 2024 projects and meeting plan.
Share Collaborative member updates.



Introductions

Name

Organization



2023 Highlights

Three barriers 

to health

Deep dives: 

housing, 

mental health

Vision, 

mission, norms

Feedback to 

KPHD, VMFH

Relationship 

building



Opportunities for 
Participation/Collaboration



Opportunities for Collaboration

Data workgroup

Kitsap County Health Priorities

Member organizations’ initiatives

Legislative priorities

Other?



Data Workgroup

Want to get involved? We will be pulling together a 
workgroup to discuss data so we can create a more 
equitable, inclusive process that incorporates more 
qualitative data (stories). 

Anyone interested in learning more about this 
workgroup, or joining it, please contact Maria.

































Member Org Initiatives



Kitsap County Comprehensive Plan

Draft plan released December 15, 2023

Elements: land use, economic development, environment, 
housing, transportation, climate change

Public comment

In person meeting: Thursday, January 18th at 6 p.m.

Virtual workshop: February 13th

In-person workshop: February 22nd

Planning Commission hearing: March 5th

Does KHEC want to have representatives participate in 
process to help bring equity perspective?



Legislative Priorities

Equitable access to healthcare
Insurance expansion (KIAC, others)

Behavioral health

Housing

Special education (funding, paraeducator 
wages; OSPI)

Paid parent caregivers (PEP)

Supporting partners’ priorities (ARC, WSALPHO, 
WAISN)



Future Meetings



March – Substance Use Disorder 

Focus on substance use disorder or on opioid 
use disorder?

Who do you want to hear from?



Example OUD Agenda

Background on Opioid Use Disorder 
(definitions/concepts, KPHD needs assessment, 
data on trends)

Panel discussion
Kitsap Recovery Center

Agape’s REAL Team



May – Healthcare Access

Presentation on Johns Hopkins Healthcare 
Assessment Study?

Discussion about bias/discrimination in 
healthcare?



Other Ideas

July

September

November
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